Costs of nuclear medicine.
The cost of nuclear medicine procedures in a small department run as part of a general imaging service in the financial year 1984/5, using standard commercial nomenclature and concepts (variable, semi-variable and fixed costs), are reported. The necessity for a standard costing system and the use of overhead absorption rates for all three types of cost are emphasized, and the value is shown of doing enough work to make economic use of the equipment and staff time. Nuclear medicine procedures appear to be comparable in cost to imaging procedures involving fluoroscopy.